
February 22, 2017 

History and Summary of Bill HB2092 through the Arizona House 

From: Alexander Schauss, PhD, TGMS Member 

Three years ago while preparing an article on state minerals, I was surprised to discover that Arizona did 
not have a state mineral. It has a state gem, turquoise, as well as a state fossil, but not a mineral. Before 
long efforts by students attending Copper View Elementary School in Oro Valley to have copper become 
the state metal gained traction in the Arizona legislature, resulting in passage by both houses, soon 
followed by the Governor signing it into law. Although copper is a mineral, the designation of it being a 
“metal” rather than a mineral still left the state without an official state mineral. Hence, in 2015, I asked 
Rep. Mark Finchem (R-D-11) in to introduce a bill to have wulfenite become the official state mineral, 
which he did in January 2016.  

As wulfenite specimens from Arizona are prized by museums and collectors around the world, and some 
the best from mines such as the Red Cloud, Rowley, Globe, 79, Mammoth-St. Anthony, Defiance, etc., 
are all associated with Arizona in such collections, it seemed the logical choice.  

However, the bill failed to get traction or even a committee hearing on its first try in the second session of 
last year’s legislature (the 52nd), so try again, efforts began in the spring of 2016 to organize a campaign 
to re-introduce the same bill in the new 53rd Legislative session that started this January.  

With Rep. Mark Finchem repeating as primary sponsor, and three co-sponsors (Rep. Clodfelter, Rep. 
Norgaard, and Rep. Nutt), HB2092 was introduced in the House and received its first reading on January 
12th to have wulfenite become Arizona’s official state mineral.  

This time the bill got a number of key co-sponsors and readings on the House floor. Following 
discussions in the Environment, Energy and Natural Resources Committee (EENR) the bill came out of 
committee following a 9-0 vote on January 24th, which sent to the consent calendar with no objections. 
One week later, on February 6th, the Rules Committee voted 8-0 in favor. The same day both the 
majority and minority caucuses of the House gave approval to the bill.  

When the second reading of the bill on the House floor occurred on Tuesday, February 7th, I attended 
the House session along with the Mineralogical Society of Arizona (MSA) who had invited a group of 
students and parents, and the society’s President, Chris Whitney-Young, to watch the proceedings. MSA 
is the oldest gem and mineral society in the United States, founded in 1935. It also happens to have 
wulfenite in the center of its logo, which students proudly pointed out the Rep. Finchem before he 
explained the bill on the House floor to his colleagues. While Rep. Finchem introduced the bill on the 
floor and asked all of us to stand up so members of the House could see us in the galley as he read the 
names of everyone into the record in support of the bill. Later he told the students that some day they 
can tell their children and grand-children that if they look into the records of the House on this day they 
will see their names and the role they played in having wulfenite become the official state mineral! 

In addition, the students stood at the two entrances to the House floor to hand out a 2017 calendar to 
House members that featured a number of Arizona wulfenite’s. In this way, each member could see what 
wulfenite’s looked like. A spectacular photo of a Red Cloud mine specimen graced the cover and another 
for the month of February, along with a stunning photo of red mimetite balls on red-orange wulfenite’s 
from the Rowley mine is featured that rivals the same combination produced by the San Francisco mine 
in Sonora, Mexico. Handing out nearly 60 calendars to House members made a real difference once 
the bill came up for a vote just days later on February 10th when the House voted to pass HB2092 by a 
vote of 57-1. 

NOW YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR THIS BILL TO BE PASSED BY THE ARIZONA STATE SENATE! 


